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SUBJECT:    "POP  MORE  CORN"  -  Information  from  Specialists  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture's  Research  Administration 

When  you  start  to  pop  corn  these  days... what  is  it  you  wonder  about?    It's  not 

whether  you'll  have  enough  butter... not  any  more.    That  worry  is  becoming  obsolete 

. . . thank  goodness . 

But  you  do  wonder  whether  the  corn  will  behave  itself... and  pop  down  to  the 
last  few  kernels. . .don' t  you?    Most  people  do... and  specialists  of  the  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture's  Research  Administration  know  why  many  kernels  refuse  to  pop. 

It  may  be  because  the  moisture  content  of  the  corn  isn't  quite  right.  The 
kernels  should  contain  between  Ik  and  15  percent  of  moisture. 

Much  of  the  popcorn  now  sold  at  retail  in  small  quantities ...  is  hermetically 
sealed  in  cans  at  the  proper  moisture  content. .  If  this  is  the  kind  you  are  using 
...you  won't  have  to  bother  about  moisture. . .unless  you  don't  use  a  full  can  at  the 
first  popping. 

If  you  have  some  left  over... seal  it  in  a  glass  fruit  jar... using  a  rubber 
ring.    This  method  will  keep  the  moisture  content  under  control  until  you  want  to 
pop  the  rest  of  the  corn. 

If  you  use  loose  pop  corn... the  best  method  is  to  pop  a  sample... to  give  eome 

indication  as  to  whether  or  not  it  is  about  right.    If  it  pops  well... and  leaves 

only  a  few  unpopped  grains. . .you're  in  luck.    Just  keep  the  rest  of  the  batch  as 

long  as  you  like. . .closed  up  tight  in  a  rubbersealed  jar. 

If  the  com  does  not  pop  well... and  seems  too  dry... seal  it  up  in  a  fruit  jar 
with  a  few  drops  of  water  added.    Then  test  it  again  a  week  or  so  later  to  see 
whether  it  pops  well... or  if  more  water  is  needed. 

Then  there's  another  method  that's  popular  with  people  who  live  in  moderately 
humid  areas.    They  just  hang  the  shelled  corn  in  a  cloth  bag... on  a  ceiling  hook  on 
the  porch  during  the  fall,  winter,  and  spring.    In  summer ...  they  put  it  near  the 
floor  of  the  basement.    This  system  works  well... If  the  climate  is  moderately  humid, 
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